
I am Kate Grant speaking to you on behalf of Waterbeach Parish Council.  

Waterbeach has the major strategic site SS/6 within its Parish. This, as you 

know, is subject to separate applications by 2 developers.  The current 

application is proposed by RLW. 

The Parish Council have raised a number of concerns about the application in 

its two submissions. We have had meetings with RLW, not very informative, 

and SCDC even less so. 

Although Parish Councillors are not trained planners we do have significant 

knowledge of the local environment and events such as traffic accidents, 

flooding, sewage contamination of IDB drains and properties.  Additionally 

some Councillors have other relevant expertise and it is inappropriate for the 

SCDC planners not to engage with the Parish Council because they consider we 

“do not have the ability to understand technical issues” and further ignore our 

ability to receive appropriate technical advice, independent planning advice 

and legal advice as necessary.   

The Parish Council would like to highlight some key concerns relating to the 

application: 

Firstly 

That no development should begin until improvements to the A10 have been 

implemented, and  

That no development should begin until there is direct access off the A10 as 

there is no suitable safe route through the village for construction traffic. 

Since the railway relocation application was considered there has been 

significant development down Bannold Road and both Cody Road and 

Bannold Road are busy residential roads unsuitable for construction traffic, 

particularly since new pavements have barrowed the road width.. 

 

Secondly 

That essential infrastructure must be in place before any development is 

allowed, and this includes infrastructure such as the promised new water 

main, the implementation of Anglia Water’s strategy for the Waterbeach 

Recycling Centre of providing a pump and a pipeline to the main WWTP, 

scheduled for 2025.  It is unacceptable for new houses to be built with the 



essential additional capacity provided in the short term by additional tanker 

movements of sewage to the WWTP.  These tankers continually travel down 

Bannold Drove and Bannold Road, which after recent development is not 

wide enough to allow these vehicles to pass cars and lorries without going on 

to the pavements…a clear safety hazard. 

 

Thirdly 

That there is considerable concern about the visual impact of the proposed 

development in the fen landscape.  The station area in the South East of the 

site will have ground levels raised to provide the site with better flood 

protection at the expense of the neighbouring properties who will have an 

increased risk of flooding. There are tall buildings and blocks and the lights of 

these when occupied will be seen for miles.  While it is now proposed that the 

sports grounds to the north will not be lit because of the visual impact on 

Denny Abbey this means that the grounds will only be used for limited time in 

the winter, no late matches or winter training.  Such activities will have to be 

accommodated elsewhere but there is no support for improving facilities in the 

village itself. 

Finally while we appreciate that a web page was set up to allow some access 

to the application documents while the planning portal was down, it was not 

possible to identify the comments in the same way, because they were without 

registration dates and had different titles.  We believe this may limit final 

public comments. 


